
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

 The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 



Christ the King 

November 19 & 20, 2016 

 

Promises of the End: You will be with me in paradise. 

 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Hymn Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 351 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Please stand  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our hearts 

with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in heaven and on earth 

will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending praise and glory; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 49:8-12 

 

An everlasting King will come from the tribe of Judah. 

  

“Judah, your brothers will praise you; 

 your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; 

 your father’s sons will bow down to you. 

You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. 

Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness – who dares to rouse him? 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

 until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.  
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He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; 

 he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. 

His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.” 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 98 

 

The King will come to judge the nations amid shouts of joy. 

  

  

 Sing to the LORD a new song, 

  for he has done marvelous things. 

 

 The LORD has made his salvation known 

  and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

 

 He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 

  burst into jubilant song with music; 

 

 make music to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the sound of singing.  
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 Shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 

  He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  

 

Second Lesson Colossians 1:13-20 

 

Through God’s Son, we are rescued for God’s kingdom. 

 

 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 

the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his 

fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End. Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Luke 23:35-43 

 

Though he had done nothing wrong, a King dies to bring a criminal into his kingdom 

 

 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 

 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the 

king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
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 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself 

and us!” 

 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 

sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 

 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Now the Silence 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Susan Geschke 

 

 Now the silence, now the peace,  

 Now the empty hands uplifted, 

 Now the kneeling, now the plea,  

 Now the Father’s arms in welcome, 

 Now the hearing, now the pow’r,  

 Now the vessel brimmed for pouring, 

 Now the body, now the blood,  

 Now the joyful celebration, 

 Now the wedding, now the songs,  

 Now the heart forgiven leaping, 

 Now the Spirit’s visitation,  

 Now the Son’s epiphany, 

 Now the Father’s blessing,  

 Now. Now. Now.  

                                                           
 

 Anthem: The anthem is a more recent addition to the liturgy. Known as the “choir’s sermon,” it has 

its roots in Reformation era worship. Historically, the music was more elaborate and complex than hymn 

or psalm settings. In the 15th and 16th centuries, the anthem was often an extensive musical work, 

sometimes combined with the hymn of the day. Today, the anthem is generally chosen to reflect the 

theme of the service as seen through the Gospel. 
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Hymn of the Day Not Unto Us 

 Christian Worship 392 

 

Sermon Luke 23:35-43 

 

Life Under Our Benevolent King 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings 

 are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  
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Prayer of the Church for Christ the King 

M:  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory and 

power forever and ever. 

 

C:  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory. 

 

M:  O Christ our King, you are worthy to receive honor and glory and praise, for you created all 

things and by your will they have their being.  

 

C:  You have called us into your kingdom from every nation and tribe and people and 

language. 

 

M:  O Christ our King, we give you thanks that you have searched for us and found us. Lead us to 

the green pastures and quiet waters of your saving love that we may enjoy peace and comfort 

for our souls. 

 

C:  Heal our hearts when they are broken with sin and guilt. Strengthen us when we are 

weak. 

 

M:  O Christ our King, you have supremacy over all. You will judge the world in righteousness and 

the peoples with equity. Reign in our hearts that we may serve you more faithfully and speak 

more boldly to others of your saving love. 

 

C:  Praise be you, Lord God, for you alone do marvelous deeds. May the whole earth be filled 

with your glory. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M:  O Christ our King, you are coming with the clouds, and every eye will see you, even those who 

pierced you. You will reign forever and ever, our King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

C:  The Lord God Almighty reigns! Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  



pg. 11 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who will soon 

come again in glory to deliver us forever from this present evil age. Therefore with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed are you, Lord God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Your Word 

brought all things into being, and your Word will call all things to an end. We thank you, 

heavenly Father, that in mercy you sent your Son to redeem us. By his incarnation, he became 

one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame 

hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 

We remember, O Lord, with thanksgiving the saving work of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Renew us that we may joyfully serve you in your kingdom of grace now and in your kingdom 

of glory forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship.  
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Distribution Hymns There Is a Higher Throne (see pg. 16) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 727 

 

Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 Christian Worship 341 

 

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

 Christian Worship 310 

Please stand 

 

 

 

M: We give you thanks, Lord Jesus Christ, for bringing us to the end of another church year. As we 

wait for your glorious return on the last day, bless your Word wherever it is proclaimed, 

causing it to work with power to bring to faith those who do not yet know you and to strengthen 

in faith those who now call you Savior and Lord; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Saints, Behold! The Sight Is Glorious (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 216 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Kiara Ristow, piano (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday) 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland 

 

Communion Assistants Dan Schmal, Larry Totsky, Bill Dittman (8:00 AM) 

Dan Pollesch, Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Peter & Sharon Trettin and Barbara Weihing & Sharon Vander Veen (8:00 AM) 

 Herb & Karin Schrank and Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Rick Yahn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The altar flowers are placed by Dan and Lori Meiers and Evie, Jim and Katie Bennett in 

celebration of their dad, John Ellenberger’s 90th birthday. 

 

 The standard flowers are placed by Jon & Kelly Johnson in celebration of Clare’s 19th and 

Anna’s 17th birthday. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Doris Palubecki, receiving in-home hospice care. 

 

 Sally Parker, hospitalized this past week at West Allis Memorial. 
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Parents’ Preview for November 27 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

This response is sung after the reading of the Gospel. 

We praise our crucified and risen Lord whose words we hear in the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Christ the King 
  

 M Philippians 2:6-11…..…………………………………… Luke 12:35-40 

 T Hebrews 12:12-18…….….……………………………… Isaiah 54:11-17 

 W Mark 13:33-37…………………………………………... Revelation 3:7-13 

 TH Matthew 25:14-30………………………………………. Luke 13:22-30 

 F Hebrews 10:32-39………………………………………. Isaiah 49:14-21 

 S Hebrews 12:22-29………………………………………. Revelation 21:9-14, 18-27 

 
 


